NEW HAMPSHIRE
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A message from
Governor Craig Benson

1

In reading this material, you will be introduced
to the history of New Hampshire, which goes all
the way back to the start of our great country. It is
with much pleasure that I share with you this
opportunity to begin learning about one of the
most fascinating states in America.

Our map is dotted with cities and towns all
across the state that are rich with history. From our
18-mile coastline, where New Hampshire was born,
to the majestic White Mountains, the beauty of the
state remains constant. In this day and age of metro-
politan high-rises, New Hampshire still proudly
lays claim to its pristine bodies of water and
untouched forest land.

The beauty of the land is the perfect backdrop
for the many craftsmen who have added to the
state’s unique culture. Over the years, New
Hampshire has provided an inspiring setting for a
variety of great artists, many of whom have gone
on to achieve national popularity.

We have included a brief sampling of everything
this great state has to offer. There is information
on our history, government, and industries. We
have also dedicated a section in tribute to a number
of famous statesmen who got their start right here
in New Hampshire.

Inside these pages lies a beginning to the many
fascinating things there are to discover. It is my
desire that you will not only enjoy them, but also
allow them to inspire you. Hopefully, this will start
you on an exciting path of learning everything you
can during your journey to New Hampshire.

Craig Benson

Governor of New Hampshire

Sincerely,

Highlvghts

ew Hampshire was first settled by David Thomson in 1623 at Odiorne

Point, now part of Rye. The early settlers were commercial venturers

who hoped to become wealthy by trading furs, salted fish, and timber
with England.

By 1680, the state had four towns—Dover, Exeter, Hampton,

and Portsmouth—with a total population of just less than 3,000.

Though no British army ever invaded the state, New Hampshire troops participated

in almost every major military operation of the Revolutionary War. At the Battle of
Bunker Hill on June 17, 1775, 900 of the 1,600 actual combat troops were from The
Granite State. These volunteers, who had fought at Lexington and Concord in April,

were commanded by Colonel John Stark. Stark and his troops are also known for
their bravery at the Battle of Bennington, Vermont, in August 1777.

With a population of only 82,000 in 1775, New Hampshire furnished three
regiments of “Continentals” who made up the backbone of Washington’s =

army, as well as thousands of militiamen.

Portsmouth played a significant role in the war effort as an entry
point for large quantities of munitions, clothing, leather goods,
and other supplies shipped from France. John Paul Jones lived
in Portsmouth while he was readying the U.S.S. Ranger for sea.
He sailed for France on November 1, 1777, bearing the news
of Burgoyne’s surrender at Saratoga a few days before. This
event led to the Franco-American alliance of February 1778.

Three of New Hampshire’s ten counties are named
for Revolutionary War figures: Belknap, for Dr. Jeremy
Belknap, who served as a chaplain for the army;
Carroll, for a Maryland signer of the Declaration
of Independence; and Sullivan, for Major General
John Sullivan of Durham, one of New Hampshire’s
best-known generals. In addition, the towns of
Bartlett and Thornton are named for two signers
of the Declaration of Independence.
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New Hampshire’s state government consists of three branches: Executive, Legislative, and Judiciary

Executive Branch. This branch of the government has six members: the Governor, who serves as Chief Executive; and the
Executive Council, a five-member advisory board that assists the Governor. Elected by voters every two years, the Governor
is responsible for managing the state’s business. He or she has the power to veto any act that has been approved by the
Legislature. Among other powers, the Governor may also award state contracts, with the approval of the Council, and call

out the militia if a serious situation arises.

Legislative Branch. The two law-making bodies that make up the Legislative Branch are the Senate and the House of

=

| Representatives. Together, they are officially known as the General Court. New Hampshire’s General Court is the largest
state legislative body in the U.S., and the fourth-largest English-speaking legislative body in the world (after the British
House of Commons, the Indian House of People, and the U.S. House of Representatives).

The Senate has 24 members who are elected from senatorial districts throughout the state. The President of the Senate

acts as Governor in the event of the Governor’s death, absence from the state, or other reason. There may be as many

as 400 Representatives who are elected in New Hampshire’s towns and city wards. State elections are held every two years.
Representatives must be at least 18 years old before they can be elected to office, while Senators must be at least 30 years
old. The General Court assembles annually on the first Wednesday of January, through June. It has broad legislative powers,

and each legislative branch has veto power over the other.

Judiciary Branch. Unlike the other branches of government, the Judiciary Branch operates on an independent basis, as
judges are appointed rather than elected. This branch is composed of the State Supreme Court, Superior Court, Probate,

District and Municipal Courts.

The state’s civil government includes 10 counties, 13 cities, and 221 towns. The counties are governed by Boards of
Commissioners, with headquarters in the county seats.

Constitutional Facts

+ The state’s first Constitution, considered by many scholars to be the world’s first written
constitution, was a temporary one drafted in 1775 and adopted on January 5, 1776. Though
it was never ratified by the people, it lasted for nine years.

« A new constitution was established October 31, 1783, and went into effect on June 2, 1784. This
permanent Constitution has been amended many times, but it remains the basic law of the state.

+ Constitutional amendments may be proposed only by the General Court or a Constitutional
Convention, and do not become effective until approved by two-thirds of the voters of the state.

Famous

New Hampshire

Faces in
Government

Franklin Pierce, born in
Hillsboro and a resident of
Concord, served as the 14th
President of the United States
(1853-1857).

Marilla Ricker was the first
woman to attempt to vote in
New Hampshire (1870), as well
as the first woman to attempt to
run for governor (1920).

Daniel Webster was one of

this country’s most famous
statesmen. Educated at Exeter
and Dartmouth, Webster served
in the U.S. Senate and was
Secretary of State under
Presidents Harrison and
Fillmore.

Sherman Adams served New
Hampshire as a U.S. representa-
tive (1945-1947) and as gover-
nor (1949-1953). Adams later
went on to serve as chief of
staff for President Dwight D.
Eisenhower (1953-1958).

Born in Havana, Cuba, now a
resident of Salem, John Sununu
served the state as Governor
(1983-1989), then served as
Chief of Staff under President
George Bush (1989-1991).

In 1990, David H. Souter, a
resident of Weare and a former
Rhodes scholar, was sworn in as
a member of the U.S. Supreme
Court.



Industry

In New Hampshire

New Hampshire was the first state to make special arrangements to promote industry,
shortly after the Revolutionary War. During the 19th Century, the economy was dominated
by the textile and shoe industries, including the Amoskeag Mill.in'Manchester, which was
once the largest textileimill.in‘the world:
Among New Hampshire’s best-known. products were the Concord ‘Coaches, made in Concord.
Thesesturdy vehiclesnot only helped to open the West, but‘also'improved' transportation in
Mexico, Canada, South Africa and Australia. In the earlysyears, company owner Lewis Downing

is said tothavejpersonallysinspected every vehicle that left the shop.. Concord Coachesiproduced over 3,000 vehicles, which

were used all over the world.

In recent years, there has been a tremendousincrease in the production of-electrical, light metal, and computer products in
New Hampshire. Major manufacturing cities include Manchester, Nashua, Concord, Portsmouth, Dover; Keene, Claremont,

Lebanon, Laconia and Berlin.

Quiz

How much do you know about New
Hampshire? See how many of these
questions you can answer correctly.

1. New Hampshire’s first astronaut was

2. was a famous poet
whose farm was in Derry.

3. Every four years, New Hampshire holds
the nation’s first

4. The 14th president of the United States
was

5. New Hampshire was first settled in:
A.1623.
B. 1632.
C. 1602.

6. Which three counties were named for
Revolutionary War figures?

A. Carroll, Coos, and Belknap.
B. Grafton, Carroll, and Belknap.
C. Belknap, Carroll, and Sullivan.

7. The State Bird is the purple finch.
[ ] True [ ] False

8. The New Hampshire Senate cannot veto an

act approved by the House of Representatives.

[ ] True [ ] False
9. New Hampshire’s present Constitution was
established in 1776.
[ ] True [ ] False

10. One of the state’s major manufacturing
cities is Claremont.

[ ] True [ ] False

11. New Hampshire is known as
because of the vast

amount of this natural resource found here.

12. During the 19th Century, the economy was
dominated by:

A. light metal and electrical industries.
B. computer and car industries.

C. textile and shoe industries.

13. , who served from

1997-2002, was the first female governor of
New Hampshire.

14. is the largest city in

New Hampshire, with a population of
108,000.

NH HISTORICAL SOCIETY

New Hampshire Firsts

* The first-in-the-nation Presidential primary

election is held in The Granite State every
four years. Until the 1992 elections, no one
had ever won the Presidency without first
winning in New Hampshire

* In 1775, New Hampshire became the first

state to declare its independence from England.

* The first summer resort in America was

Wolfeboro. In 1767, John Wentworth, the
second Royal Governor, designated
Portsmouth his primary residence, but traveled
to his estate in Wolfeboro during the summer.

* On June 21, 1788, New Hampshire was the

ninth and deciding state to ratify the U.S.
Constitution, thereby creating the United States
of America.

* In 1793, Samuel Morey of Orford invented

the internal combustion engine and built the
first steamship in the U.S.

* The first American in space, Alan Shepard

was born in Derry, New Hampshire. His
historical flight was made in 1961.

* The first private citizen passenger in the

history of space flight was Christa McAuliffe,
a New Hampshire school teacher. After her
death in the Challenger Shuttle disaster

(Jan. 28, 1986), a planetarium was built in
her honor in Concord.
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The State Seal
shows the frigate
Raleigh on the
stocks.
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The State Emblem
with the state motto:
“Live Free or Die.”
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HILL AMERICAS CLEST GERERM STORE
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The State Capitol
in Concord.

The State Flag
The State Seal, a
laurel wreath and
9 stars.
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The State Bird :
The purple finch.
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The State Insect o e

The ladybug.

= -~ The State Animal

,_.,,'t_- The white-tail deer.

The State
Amphibian
The red-spotted |
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The State Fish
The brook trout.

The State Flower I.T
The purple lilac. -
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The State Tree
The white birch.

Waather ﬂm:ru'lr;.l Center

|| IRTERECTIWE WSATHER MECoHERT
CENTIR A ErT 5

The State Mineral
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The State Gem
Smoky quartz.

Map illustration by New Hampshire Artist Ernest Brown. Published by White Mountain Puzzles of Jackson, New Hampshire. To order a full-size (24”x 30”) print, 1,000-piece jigsaw puzzle,

or giant postcard of this colorful state map, please call 1-800-548-8009. You can also visit White Mountain Puzzles on the web at: www.whitemountainpuzzles.com.
PHOTOGRAPHY: ALAN BRIERE, HANNAH CLEMONS, BOB GRANT, WILLIAM JOHNSON, NH FISH & GAME, NH DTTD, STUDIO ONE

Manchester Seacoast
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The State Rock

Granite. e bodies of water in : |

- seacoast is public

o Popden: TR city, with a popula- FErn .
”f’ A LT tion above 108,000. i B land.

: . »
The State Tartan " ; . - e W e Concord Coach W Forest . . Yo
The State Tartan S L L 3 i Over 3,000 Concord = Forests cover more Whlt? Mountau.ls L
: ; There are over 50 0 The White Mountain '
was designed . covered bridges in Coaches were than 80% of New National Forest
by handweaver - hi { produced for use o 14 Hampshire. ational Forest spans
Ralf Hartwell of o ew Hampshire. \ ‘Fﬁ' 4 nearly 800,000 acres.

(= l‘} b all over the world. 8
Newton. " g . g &‘ Ly
- & b :

Additional Information

|_earn Mere en 4he Web

Learn more about New Hampshire by visiting the Division of Travel and Tourism's site NEW H AMPSHIRE

at www.visitnh.gov or the New Hampshire state government site at www.state.nh.us.

www.visitnh.gov




